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[Page (4) col. 5 lines 14 - 35] 

[0015] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a procedure of starting processing 
when the menu button 26 is turned on while the main switch 22 is switched 
to an automatic image capturing position (RECA) or a manual image 
capturing position (RECM). In Step Sll, a menu screen, which is not 
shown in the figure, is displayed on the monitor 16. If it is determined in 
Step S12 that a mode for setting an initial zooming position is selected from 
the menu screen, a screen for setting the initial zooming position as shown 
in FIG. 5(a) is displayed on the monitor 16 in Step S13. A cursor K on the 
monitor 16 is moved according to an operation of the up and down switches 
25U, 25D of the cruciform button 25. 

[0016] For example, the cursor K is stopped at a "T-end" shown in the 
figure. In this state, if it is determined that the right switch 25R of the 
cruciform button 25 is operated in Step S14, whether or not the cursor 
indicates a "specified position" is determined in Step S15. If not, the 
processing moves on to Step S16, and the "T-end" is stored as the initial 
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zooming position in a RAM of the switch control CPU 20. Similarly, if the 
cursor is stopped at a "W-end" and the right switch 25R of the cruciform 
button 25 is operated, then the "W-end" is stored as the initial zooming 
position in the RAM of the switch control CPU 20. 

[Page (4) col. 6 line 48 - page (5) col. 7 line 19] 

[0020] As described above, in the camera according to the present 
embodiment, when the main switch 22 is switched to either the automatic 
image capturing position or the manual image capturing position (here, this 
is also referred to as at the time of turning on the power), the zoom lens 11 
is set to be driven to the pre-stored initial zooming position. Thus, if the 
mode for the last position at the time of turning OFF the power is selected, 
for example, even when the main switch 22 is frequently switched to the 
power-off position for the purpose of reducing power consumption, the focal 
distance when turning off the power previously is always set automatically 
at the time of turning-on operation, so that an operability improves. Also, 
if the W— end is selected as the initial zooming position, a user who tends to 
shoot with a focal distance on the W— end side can set the zoom lens 11 at 
the W— end in association with the power— on by the main switch 22. 
Conversely, if the T— end is selected as the initial zooming position, a user 
who tends to shoot with a focal distance on the T— end side can set the zoom 
lens 11 at the T-end in association with the power-on by the main switch 22. 
Alternatively, if the "specified position" in FIG. 5(a) is selected and then an 
arbitrary focal distance is selected as the initial zooming position, a user 
who tends to shoot with a focal distance midway between the W-end and 
the T-end can set the zoom lens 11 at an arbitrary focal distance in 
association with the power-on by the main switch 22. 

* * * * * 
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